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This Presentation Will Explore: 

Work   
Term  

Report   
Alternatives 

Career  
Action 
Plan 



Why have we developed Work Term 
Report Alternatives? 

•  Students feedback 
•  Staff feedback 
•  Faculty feedback 



What we learned and guides our work: 
 

•  Reflection has 3 roles  
–  Academic Learning  
–  Skill Development and/or  
–  Self-Knowledge (Harvey et al, 2010) 

•  In Action, On Action, For Action (Schon) 
•  Reflection is key for transformative learning (Mezirow) 

Next step we took - defined reflection 



What did we do next? 
 
•  Researched work term reporting/alternatives to 

traditional work term report – internally and across 
Canada  
–  (Guelph, Waterloo, SFU, UOttawa) 
 

•  Had consultations with all stakeholders 
 



Work Term Report Alternatives 
•  Article & Photo 
•  Blog Post 
•  Career Action Plan 
•  Forum Theatre 
•  Journal  
•  Letter to Future 

Student 
•  Literature Review 

•  Online Discussion 
•  Online Portfolio 
•  Orientation Package 
•  Photo Essay 
•  Presentation 
•  Video 
•  Workshop/Seminar 



Photo Essay/Presentation 



Student Feedback on Work Term 
Report Alternatives 
“I	
  would	
  argue	
  that	
  the	
  forum	
  project	
  is	
  a	
  kind	
  of	
  
professional	
  collabora8ve	
  journaling	
  exercise.	
  I	
  found	
  it	
  to	
  
be	
  academically	
  useful	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  pleasantly	
  
therapeu8c.”	
  (online	
  forum)	
  
	
  

“I	
  had	
  not	
  realized	
  how	
  much	
  I	
  had	
  learned	
  and	
  progressed	
  
throughout	
  my	
  work	
  term;	
  I	
  had	
  not	
  realized	
  how	
  much	
  
more	
  I	
  was	
  doing	
  compared	
  to	
  the	
  beginning.”	
  (photo	
  
essay)	
  



Student Feedback on Work Term 
Report Alternatives 

“more	
  fun	
  to	
  write	
  because	
  of	
  different	
  approach;	
  required	
  
different	
  reflec8on	
  and	
  I	
  was	
  beCer	
  able	
  to	
  see	
  where	
  I	
  had	
  
grown;	
  able	
  to	
  improve	
  communica8on	
  skills	
  in	
  more	
  
prac8cal	
  way	
  for	
  a	
  lawyer”	
  (Le6er	
  to	
  future	
  student)	
  
	
  

“allowed	
  me	
  to	
  reflect	
  on	
  weekly	
  basis,	
  while	
  geEng	
  a	
  
perspec8ve	
  of	
  the	
  similari8es	
  and	
  differences	
  of	
  experiences	
  
and	
  challenges	
  faced	
  by	
  others;	
  provided	
  a	
  dialog	
  
opportunity.”(online	
  forum)	
  	
  
	
  
	
  
 



Staff/Faculty feedback  

•  Alternatives can help with strategic initiatives 
–  Student recruitment & retention 

•  Can provide better learning opportunities for 
faculty (or markers) 
“I had fun yesterday, and learned a lot, which is 
something I don't say about a lot of meetings.” 
 

•  Provides different perspectives on placements 



Brief brainstorm around Work Term 
Report Alternatives 

•  Does anyone have any experience with 
them? 

•  Any additional ideas for Work Term 
Report Alternatives 

•  Challenges? 
•  Opportunities? 



Career Action Plan 

Why have we piloted the Career Action Plan – both as 
a Work Term Report Alternative, and as a stand alone 
activity? 
•  Provide a framework to put together career 

development steps/tools for clients 
•  This framework has increased client follow-through 

on useful steps/actions 
 



Components of the Career Action Plan: 
•  Outlining career goals and/or ideas 
•  Research careers of potential interest (on-line and/or in-person research), contact 

a market analysis 
•  Assess strengths one has towards career goals and what is further needed 

towards career goals 
•  Develop a timeline for both short-term and long-term steps to take towards career 

goals 
Additionally conduct at least 2 of the following: 
•  Informational Interviews (atleast 3), include summary of them 
•  Create a solid LinkedIn Account (student receives specifics of what this needs to 

include) 
•  Identification of, and engagement in at least 2 Networking Opportunites 
•  Updated Resume/Cover Letter for two different jobs 



How the Career Action Plan has gone: 

•  As a Coop Work Term Report Alternative: 
    - in Exercise Science, Physical and Health Education 
    - in Computer Science 
    - in Humanities, Fine Arts, and Professional Writing 
 

•  As a ‘stand-alone’ activity – with Career Services 
clients (students or alumni) 







Poss visuals from Amy or Jordan 









Reflections on the Career Action Plan 



Brainstorm / sharing ideas 
•  How do you see a Career Action Plan could be used 

with students/alumni? (and/or how are you already 
using Career Action Plans?) 

•  Challenges with this? 
•  Additional ideas, eg.  
    - when could it be used?  
    - what else could it cover?  
    - what client follow-up around it could look like, etc) 

    



Thank you.  Questions?? 


